He thought the present case belonged to the group which Ziegler described as " latent lymphadenoma," meaning that there was not primarily blood disease, the change being in the first place lymphatic.
Dr. MORLOCK (in reply) said the patient had been having 20 minims of liquor arsenicalis three times a day, but that had to be discontinued because arsenical dermatitis had developed. The patient had seemed so fit that he (the speaker) had not considered that X-ray treatment was called for, but he would try it now. He had not percussed the spleen. The temperature had been normal throughout.
The gland examination, the fact that the glandular enlargement had remained stationary eighteen months, and the absence of pyrexia, did not lend support to the lymphadenoma idea; neither did the microscopical examination of the glands. He show similar changes. The appearance of the right tibia is consistent with that found in fibrocystic disease. The skull shows m4ch proliferation of the outer table.
The ribs show no changes.
Urine contailns no Bence-Jones protein.
Discu4ssion. Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said he would have thought this could be called a typical case of von Recklinghausen's generalized type of osteitis fibrosa (generalized fibrocystic disease of bones). It was still worth while to separate typical cases of osteitis deformans (Paget's disease of bones) from the generalized type of osteitis fibrosa.
The patient's compression paraplegia was probably due to one of the tumour-like swellings which occurred in the bones of osteitis fibrosa. Previously these swellings had been often supposed to be sarcomata, but true sarcomata were very rare in osteitis fibrosa and even in osteitis deformans.
Dr. MORLOCK (in reply) said that he was prepared to accept Dr. Weber's suggestion as to the probable cause of the compression paraplegia, but after careful consideration of all the evidence available, and realizing that the two diseases were closely associated, he had come to the conclusion that the patient presented the picture of osteitis deformans, rather than that of osteitis fibrosa.
